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LATVIA (LATVIJA) 

Latvia was conquered, converted to Christianity, and partly colonized by the joint efforts of the 
Livonian Brothers of the Sword and the Teutonic Knights in the thirteenth century. Originally a component of 
the Holy Roman Empire, it became a church state managed by the Teutonic Order (and its autonomous 
subordinate Livonian Order) under papal suzerainty, and expanded northwards by purchasing the Duchy of 
Estonia from the king of Denmark in 1346. Nevertheless, the Orders faced the rivalry of their German, 
Scandinavian, Slavic, and Lithuanian neighbors; after its defeat at Griinwald by the Poles and Lithuanians in 
1410, the Teutonic Order went into decline, and the Livonian Order joined the Livonian Confederation with 
the area’s bishoprics and the city of Riga. The Confederation was destroyed during the Livonian War, and most 
of the area passed under the control of Sweden (in the north) and Poland-Lithuania (in the south) in 1561. The 
last Master of the Livonian Order, Gotthard Kettler, converted to Lutheranism and became duke of Courland 
(officially of Livonia in Courland and Semigallia) as vassal of Poland-Lithuania . 1 

The Kettler dukes ruled from their capital at Mitau (Jelgava) without interruption until 1711, in spite 
of frequent friction with the powerful landowners, who were represented in the duchy’s twice yearly Diet. At its 
apogee in the reign of Jakob, the duchy established colonies in Africa (St Andrew’s Island) and the West Indies 
(Tobago). But continued Polish-Swedish rivalry over Courland ended this period of prosperity. Russia’s success 
in the Great Northern War (1701 —1721) increased its influence in Courland, and the duke married Petr I’s 
niece Anna in 1711, shortly before dying. The widowed Russian princess held on to Courland, until succeeding 
to the Russian throne in 1730. She engineered the election of two of her favorites as duke of Courland: first 
Moritz of Saxony in 1726, and later, after the death of the last Kettler duke in 1737, of Ernst Johann Biron. 
Biron’s meddlesome influence at the Russian courts led to his imprisonment and exile on Anna’s death in 1740, 
and his brief replacement with the uncle of Anna’s underage successor Ivan VI. Although Biron was eventually 
restored after the reign of another Saxon duke in 1763, his son Peter was forced to abdicate in 1795 when, 
during the Third Partition of Poland, Russia annexed Courland. With the rest of Latvia, Courland remained 
part of Russia until 1918. 

Dukes of Livonia (Livland) in Courland (Kurland) and Semigallia (Semgallen) 

House of Kettler 

1561 — 1587 Gotthard ... son of Gotthard Kettler; former Master of the Livonian Order 1559—1561 

1587—1642 Friedrich I ... son of Gotthard 
& 1587—1616 Wilhelm ... son of Gotthard; deposed, died 1640 

1642—1682 Jakob ... son of Wilhelm; regent since 16 3 8 2 

1682—1698 Friedrich II Kasimir ... son of Jakob 

1698—1711 Friedrich III Wilhelm ... son of Friedrich II Kasimir 
House of Romanov (Russia) 

1711 — 1726 Anna ... widow of Friedrich III Wilhelm; daughter of emperor Ivan V of Russia; abdicated 

HotiseofWettin (Saxony) 

1726— 1727 Moritz ... bastard son ofking August II of Poland; deposed, died 1750 

House of Romanov (Russia) 

1727— 1730 Anna ... restored; abdicated; Russia 1730—1740 

House of Kettler 

1730—1737 Ferdinand ... son of Jakob 
House of Biron (Biiren) 

1737—1740 Ernst Johann ... favorite of Anna; son ofKarl von Biihren; deposed 3 

1 Magnus, son ofking Christian III of Denmark, was Russian-crowned king of Livonia (1570—1578) and bishop 
of Courland as an independent territorial prince (1560—1583). 

2 In Swedish captivity 1658—1660. 

3 In Russian captivity 1740—1741 and Siberian exile 1741 — 1762. 



I. Mladjov, Page 2/: 


House of Brunswick-Liineburg-Bevern 

1741 Ludwig Ernst... brother of Anton Ulrich, father of emperor Ivan VI of Russia; son of duke 
Ferdinand Albrecht II of Brunswick-Wolfenbiittel; deposed, died 1788 
1741 — 1758 (regency of Christoph Friedrich von Sacken-Appricken) 

House of Wettin (Saxony) 

1758—1763 Karl Christian ... son ofking August III of Poland, brother of Moritz; abdicated, died 1796 
HotiseofBiron (Biiren) 

1763 —1769 Ernst Johann ... restored; abdicated, died 1771 
1769—1795 Peter ... son of Johann Ernst; abdicated, died 1800 

(to Russia 1795; to Germany 1919; republic 1920; to Germany 1940; to the Soviet Union 
1944; republic 1990) 



